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Trivia

Random Trivia 
This activity includes 30 questions on a variety of topics. The questions are accompanied by the 
answers and additional information for discussion. 

There are several activity possibilities:

• For a group activity, read and discuss the trivia questions and answers.
Also print the picture pages to pass around during the activity.

• For independent activities, print and distribute fill-in-the-blank copies of
the questions without the answers. Also available are the questions with
the answers.

• Post one or more of the trivia questions on your bulletin board every day
or so throughout the month using this special sign.

Trivia Questions and Answers
1. What is the name of the fictional planet that Superman calls home?

Answer: Krypton. Superman is brought to Earth shortly before Krypton is destroyed and is 
raised on a farm in Kansas.

2. What kind of bird is mentioned in the song “My Blue Heaven”?
Answer: Whippoorwill. The song begins, “When whippoorwills call and evening is nigh, I hurry 
to my blue heaven.” It was a No. 1 hit for Gene Austin in 1928.

3. What book features the characters Jay Gatsby and Daisy Buchanan?
Answer: The Great Gatsby. The F. Scott Fitzgerald novel is set in Long Island, New York, 
during the summer of 1922.

4. What is the plural of hippopotamus?
Answer: Hippopotami. There are many plurals that end in i. Others
include alumni (alumnus), octopi (octopus), fungi (fungus), and cacti (cactus).

5. What singer is known as the “King of Calypso”? Hint: He sang “The
Banana Boat Song.”
Answer: Harry Belafonte. Calypso is also the name of one of his best-
selling albums. He made Caribbean-style music popular in the 1950s,
thus earning the nickname.
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6.	 What chemical element beginning with C is named after the 
French word for charcoal?

Answer: Carbon. Charcoal in French is charbon.

7.	 What kind of fruit are Black Knight, Dundee, and Munger?

Answer: Raspberry. They are all black raspberries.

8.	 What is the wrestling term for holding an opponent’s shoulders down on a mat, resulting in 
a victory?

Answer: Pinning. Both shoulders must be held down on the mat for a total of three seconds.

9.	 What sport is Nancy Lopez famous for playing?

Answer: Golf. Lopez is an American professional golfer who won three major tournaments 
during her LPGA career.

10.	 What is the highest position that can be held by an elected official in Canada?

Answer: Prime minister. The prime minister is the head of government for Canada. The 
governor general of Canada appoints the prime minister on behalf of the queen.

11.	 What is the most western province in Canada?

Answer: British Columbia. The Pacific Ocean is British Columbia’s western border. Alberta is 
British Columbia‘s eastern border.

12.	 Who composed the music for the films Easter Parade and This Is the 
Army, Mr. Jones?

Answer: Irving Berlin. During his 60-year career, he wrote more than 
1,500 songs. “Alexander’s Ragtime Band” was his first international hit.

13.	 What religion is predominantly practiced in Tibet and China?

Answer: Buddhism. Buddhism was founded by Siddhartha Gautama in 
Northeast Asia in 5 BC.

14.	 What was Avon’s catchy television advertising slogan in the 1950s and 
1960s? Hint: “Ding Dong! ______ _______!”

Answer: “Ding Dong! Avon Calling!” Avon started as a small business in New York City, in 
1886. The name of the company was officially changed to Avon in 1933. It is the fifth-largest 
beauty company in the world.

15.	 What fairy tale involves a brother and sister, a witch, and a trail of breadcrumbs?

Answer: “Hansel and Gretel.” In the Grimm brothers’ fairy tale, Hansel and Gretel become 
lost when the breadcrumbs they’ve used for a trail are eaten. A witch who lives in a house 
made of candy lures them inside. She tries to fatten Hansel up for better eating and makes 
Gretel her servant. In the end, Hansel and Gretel trick the witch and end up putting her in the oven.
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16.	 What is the number 101 in Roman numerals?

Answer: CI. C equals 100, and I equals 1.

17.	 Alphabetically, what country falls between Lichtenstein and Luxembourg?

Answer: Lithuania. It is located in Northern Europe. Other countries beginning with L are 
Laos (Southeast Asia), Latvia (Northern Europe), Lebanon (Middle East), Lesotho (Southern 
Africa), Liberia (West Africa), and Libya (North Africa).

18.	 What nursery rhyme character could eat no fat?

Answer: Jack Sprat. His wife could eat no lean.

19.	 What does the Latin expression tempus fugit mean?

Answer: “Time flies” or “time flees.” The expression first 
appeared in a poem by Latin poet Virgil around 29 BC.

20.	 What is the term for an animal that eats only plants?

Answer: Herbivore. An omnivore eats both meat and plants. A carnivore eats only meat.

21.	 In which decade did the O.J. Simpson murder trial take place?

Answer: 1990s. Simpson was acquitted of the murders of his ex-wife Nicole and Ron 
Goldman. However, he was found liable for damages in a wrongful death civil suit. The 
families of the victims were awarded 33.5 million dollars.

22.	 What type of tree is mentioned in the poem “The Village Blacksmith”?

Answer: Chestnut tree. It is mentioned in the first line of the Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
poem: “Under a spreading chestnut tree, the village smithy stands.”

23.	 Whose circus did General Tom Thumb join in 1842?

Answer: P.T. Barnum. Tom was only four years old, but Barnum 
promoted him as being 11 years old.

24.	 What ancient device enabled a person to lift very heavy objects?

Answer: The lever. According to the History Channel, the lever may 
have been used to help build the pyramids.

25.	 What is the process of moving pollen from the anther to the stigma of 
a flower called?

Answer: Pollination. Bees are the most effective pollinators. Wasps, beetles, and butterflies, 
as well as some flies, bats, and birds, also help with pollination.

26.	 What actress is best known for her role as Norma Desmond in Sunset Boulevard?

Answer: Gloria Swanson. Swanson was nominated for Best Actress for her performance, 
but she lost to Judy Holliday (Born Yesterday).
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27.	 What Brazilian soccer player holds the record for most goals?

Answer: Pele. He is regarded by most as the greatest soccer player of all time. Most people 
believe that his record (1,282 goals) will never be broken.

28.	 Chiffon and marble are what type of dessert?

Answer: Cake. Chiffon is a light cake. Marble cake has streaks of dark batter or chocolate.

29.	 What Russian author penned Crime and Punishment and The Brothers Karamazov?

Answer: Fyodor Dostoyevsky. He wrote Crime and Punishment after his return from exile in 
Siberia. Dostoyevsky had been sentenced to death for his involvement in the Petrashevsky 
Circle (a progressive-minded literary group), but his sentence was changed to exile.

30.	 Halifax is the capital of what province?

Answer: Nova Scotia. Its name means “New Scotland.” Nova Scotia is one of three maritime 
Canadian provinces.
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The Great Gatsby Harry Belafonte
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Raspberries Irving Berlin
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Jack Sprat P.T. Barnum and General Tom Thumb
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Random Trivia
(Questions Only)

1.	 What is the name of the fictional planet that Superman calls home?

Answer:                                                                                                 

2.	 What kind of bird is mentioned in the song “My Blue Heaven”?

Answer:                                                                                                 

3.	 What book features the characters Jay Gatsby and Daisy Buchanan?

Answer:                                                                                                 

4.	 What is the plural of hippopotamus?

Answer:                                                                                                 

5.	 What singer is known as the “King of Calypso”? Hint: He sang “The 
Banana Boat Song.”

Answer:                                                                                                 

6.	 What chemical element beginning with C is named after the French 
word for charcoal?

Answer:                                                                                                 

7.	 What kind of fruit are Black Knight, Dundee, and Munger?

Answer:                                                                                                 

8.	 What is the wrestling term for holding an opponent’s shoulders down 
on a mat, resulting in a victory?

Answer:                                                                                                 

9.	 What sport is Nancy Lopez famous for playing?

Answer:                                                                                                 

10.	What is the highest position that can be held by an elected official 
in Canada?

Answer:                                                                                                 

11.	What is the most western province in Canada?

Answer:                                                                                                 
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12.	Who composed the music for the films Easter Parade and This Is the 
Army, Mr. Jones?

Answer:                                                                                                 

13.	What religion is predominantly practiced in Tibet and China?

Answer:                                                                                                 

14.	What was Avon’s catchy television advertising slogan in the 1950s 
and 1960s? Hint: “Ding Dong! ______ _______!”

Answer:                                                                                                 

15.	What fairy tale involves a brother and sister, a witch, and a trail 
of breadcrumbs?

Answer:                                                                                                 

16.	What is the number 101 in Roman numerals?

Answer:                                                                                                 

17.	Alphabetically, what country falls between Lichtenstein and Luxembourg?

Answer:                                                                                                 

18.	What nursery rhyme character could eat no fat?

Answer:                                                                                                 

19.	What does the Latin expression tempus fugit mean?

Answer:                                                                                                 

20.	What is the term for an animal that eats only plants?

Answer:                                                                                                 

21.	In which decade did the O.J. Simpson murder trial take place?

Answer:                                                                                                 

22.	What type of tree is mentioned in the poem “The Village Blacksmith”?

Answer:                                                                                                 

23.	Whose circus did General Tom Thumb join in 1842?

Answer:                                                                                                 
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24.	What ancient device enabled a person to lift very heavy objects?

Answer:                                                                                                 

25.	What is the process of moving pollen from the anther to the stigma of 
a flower called?

Answer:                                                                                                 

26.	What actress is best known for her role as Norma Desmond in 
Sunset Boulevard?

Answer:                                                                                                 

27.	What Brazilian soccer player holds the record for most goals?

Answer:                                                                                                 

28.	Chiffon and marble are what type of dessert?

Answer:                                                                                                 

29.	What Russian author penned Crime and Punishment and 
The Brothers Karamazov?

Answer:                                                                                                 

30.	Halifax is the capital of what province?

Answer:                                                                                                 
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Random Trivia
(Questions with Answers)

1.	 What is the name of the fictional planet that Superman calls home?

Answer: Krypton. Superman is brought to Earth shortly before 
Krypton is destroyed and is raised on a farm in Kansas.

2.	 What kind of bird is mentioned in the song “My Blue Heaven”?

Answer: Whippoorwill. The song begins, “When whippoorwills call 
and evening is nigh, I hurry to my blue heaven.” It was a No. 1 hit for 
Gene Austen in 1928.

3.	 What book features the characters Jay Gatsby and Daisy Buchanan?

Answer: The Great Gatsby. The F. Scott Fitzgerald novel is set in 
Long Island, New York, during the summer of 1922.

4.	 What is the plural of hippopotamus?

Answer: Hippopotami. There are many plurals that end in i. Others 
include alumni (alumnus), octopi (octopus), fungi (fungus), and 
cacti (cactus).

5.	 What singer is known as the “King of Calypso”? Hint: He sang “The 
Banana Boat Song.”

Answer: Harry Belafonte. Calypso is also the name of one of his best-
selling albums. He made Caribbean-style music popular in the 1950s, 
thus earning the nickname.

6.	 What chemical element beginning with C is named after the French 
word for charcoal?

Answer: Carbon. Charcoal in French is charbon.

7.	 What kind of fruit are Black Knight, Dundee, and Munger?

Answer: Raspberry. They are all black raspberries.

8.	 What is the wrestling term for holding an opponent’s shoulders down 
on a mat, resulting in a victory?

Answer: Pinning. Both shoulders must be held down on the mat for a 
total of three seconds.
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9.	 What sport is Nancy Lopez famous for playing?

Answer: Golf. Lopez is an American professional golfer who won 
three major tournaments during her LPGA career.

10.	What is the highest position that can be held by an elected official 
in Canada?

Answer: Prime minister. The prime minister is the head of 
government for Canada. The governor general of Canada appoints the 
prime minister on behalf of the queen.

11.	What is the most western province in Canada?

Answer: British Columbia. The Pacific Ocean is British Columbia’s 
western border. Alberta is British Columbia‘s eastern border.

12.	Who composed the music for the films Easter Parade and This Is the 
Army, Mr. Jones?

Answer: Irving Berlin. During his 60-year career, he wrote more than 
1,500 songs. “Alexander’s Ragtime Band” was his first international hit.

13.	What religion is predominantly practiced in Tibet and China?

Answer: Buddhism. Buddhism was founded by Siddhartha Gautama 
in Northeast Asia in 5 BC.

14.	What was Avon’s catchy television advertising slogan in the 1950s 
and 1960s? Hint: “Ding Dong! ______ _______!”

Answer: “Ding Dong! Avon Calling!” Avon started as a small business 
in New York City, in 1886. The name of the company was officially 
changed to Avon in 1933. It is the fifth-largest beauty company in 
the world.

15.	What fairy tale involves a brother and sister, a witch, and a trail 
of breadcrumbs?

Answer: “Hansel and Gretel.” In the Grimm brothers’ fairy tale, 
Hansel and Gretel become lost when the breadcrumbs they’ve used 
for a trail are eaten. A witch who lives in a house made of candy lures 
them inside. She tries to fatten Hansel up for better eating and makes 
Gretel her servant. In the end, Hansel and Gretel trick the witch and 
end up putting her in the oven. 
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16.	What is the number 101 in Roman numerals?

Answer: CI. C equals 100, and I equals 1.

17.	Alphabetically, what country falls between Lichtenstein and Luxembourg?

Answer: Lithuania. It is located in Northern Europe. Other countries 
beginning with L are Laos (Southeast Asia), Latvia (Northern Europe), 
Lebanon (Middle East), Lesotho (Southern Africa), Liberia (West 
Africa), and Libya (North Africa).

18.	What nursery rhyme character could eat no fat?

Answer: Jack Sprat. His wife could eat no lean.

19.	What does the Latin expression tempus fugit mean?

Answer: “Time flies” or “time flees.” The expression first appeared in 
a poem by Latin poet Virgil around 29 BC.

20.	What is the term for an animal that eats only plants?

Answer: Herbivore. An omnivore eats both meat and plants. A 
carnivore eats only meat.

21.	In which decade did the O.J. Simpson murder trial take place?

Answer: 1990s. Simpson was acquitted of the murders of his ex-wife 
Nicole and Ron Goldman. However, he was found liable for damages 
in a wrongful death civil suit. The families of the victims were 
awarded 33.5 million dollars.

22.	What type of tree is mentioned in the poem “The Village Blacksmith”?

Answer: Chestnut tree. It is mentioned in the first line of the Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow poem: “Under a spreading chestnut tree, the 
village smithy stands.”

23.	Whose circus did General Tom Thumb join in 1842?

Answer: P.T. Barnum. Tom was only four years old, but Barnum 
promoted him as being 11 years old.

24.	What ancient device enabled a person to lift very heavy objects?

Answer: The lever. According to the History Channel, the lever may 
have been used to help build the pyramids.
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25.	What is the process of moving pollen from the anther to the stigma of 
a flower called?

Answer: Pollination. Bees are the most effective pollinators. Wasps, 
beetles, and butterflies, as well as some flies, bats, and birds, also 
help with pollination.

26.	What actress is best known for her role as Norma Desmond in 
Sunset Boulevard?

Answer: Gloria Swanson. Swanson was nominated for Best Actress 
for her performance, but she lost to Judy Holliday (Born Yesterday).

27.	What Brazilian soccer player holds the record for most goals?

Answer: Pele. He is regarded by most as the greatest soccer player 
of all time. Most people believe that his record (1,282 goals) will 
never be broken.

28.	Chiffon and marble are what type of dessert?

Answer: Cake. Chiffon is a light cake. Marble cake has streaks of 
dark batter or chocolate.

29.	What Russian author penned Crime and Punishment and 
The Brothers Karamazov?

Answer: Fyodor Dostoyevsky. He wrote Crime and Punishment after 
his return from exile in Siberia. Dostoyevsky had been sentenced to 
death for his involvement in the Petrashevsky Circle (a progressive-
minded literary group), but his sentence was changed to exile.

30.	Halifax is the capital of what province?

Answer: Nova Scotia. Its name means “New Scotland.” Nova Scotia 
is one of three maritime Canadian provinces.
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